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into believing that he had his confidence the more easily to destroy
him. The great plan was in ruins, but Hitler was quite pleased.
The unexpected repudiation of an agreement which Strasser
had believed he had had a right to make, came as a heavy blow
to Schleicher who saw all his hopes of a national front gone.
Strasser;, conscious of the excellence of his case, however one
looked at it, and knowing that he had a powerful fallowing, fought
hard for his point but soon saw that he would not win; the Leader
had decided to destroy him. On December 8 he resigned all his
party appointments and went off ostensibly on indefinite leave
back to civil life. In his letter of resignation he bitterly criticized
the official party policy. The reaffirmation of the formula, "All
or nothing" was,, he declared, likely to lead to ruin. It had cost
the party two severe setbacks, setbacks much more severe than
the actual figures suggested, and two presidential rebuffs which
had made it ridiculous in the eyes of the nation and gravely
weakened party solidarity. So long as the Leader was content to
follow the advice of the irresponsible Goering-Goebbels clique
and neglect the advice of its able and intelligent wing, the
National Socialist party, under Hitler's leadership, was condemned
to sterile and barren opposition and so to ultimate ruin. On the
facts he was perfectly correct. The refusal to grant Hitler all
power was categorical; there was not then the slightest hope that
it would be reversed. There were therefore two alternatives as
had long been plain to the realists—either to compromise or to
fight. The latter meant rebellion, illegality, and Hitler had defi*
nitely banned its adoption. Strasser himself, though, unlike his
leader he was a fighter by temperament, realized clearly that if
the nation became convinced that the party was pursuing a policy
of mere negation like the bourgeois parties, or was simply awaiting
the Messianic moment like its rival the Communists, it would
be revealed to all men as a party with a leadership devoid of all
sense of reality; the patent medicine of Hitlerism would be recog-
nized as coloured water. All this was true but it was not the point
at issue. The real issue was not whether the party which, thanks
more to Strasser than to any other single individual, had risen
from literally nothing to be the strongest party in the state was

